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You and Your Synod

WELS consists of congregations.

A. 869
B. 984
C. 1,243
D. 1,475

The baptized membership of WELS is :

A. 290,000
B. 335,000
C. 410,000
D. 506,000



You and Your Synod

Of the twelve districts in WELS, which district has the most baptized members?

Nebraska 13,333
Michigan 31,072
Northern Wisconsin 66,071

Southeastern Wisconsin 48,016



You and Your Synod

Ot the twelve districts in WELS, which district has the most congregations?

Nebraska 94
Northern Wisconsin 153
Southeastern Wisconsin 139

Western Wisconsin 164



You and Your Synod

How many early childhood ministries in WELS? 362

Lutheran elementary schools? 284

area Lutheran high schools? 29



You and Your Synod

In the history of WELS (1850 — 2023), how many Synod presidents have
there been?

12

16
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May the LoRD our Ged be with us as he wos with our ancestors;
may he never leave us nor forsoke us. — 1 KINGS 8:57

WHAT'S INSIDE

“larn Jesus’ Little lomb" Is the theme of this
month's “My Chrstian Life” story, which features
a Novajo shepherdess from Farmington, M.M.
Just as she cared and tended sheep, so also
God provided for her throughout the years,
Including calling her to faith in Jesus (p. 19).

FORWARD IN CHRIST

God's care and provislon for his flock can be
seen throughout this Issue

| = ]
PHOTC | EnanUrbonak (ColdWind Produ ol ors

« Jesus used grief to drow Steve Yetter, o new
member at Mt. Calvary, Redding, Callf,, deeper Into the Word to discover
Chnst's love for him {p. 7).

= The grace of God can clearly be seen in the graduation of 55 Hmong
pastors from the Hmong Fellowship Church in WVigtnam, shepherd s who 4
will bring the Ufe-saving gospel to church members and beyond (p. 24).

= Qur*Please explain® {p. 20 reminds us of the love of our Shepherd, 5
who In eternity chose us as his sheep by grace alone.

«» Don't forget about God's love for his Utle lambs, children who aren't
afrald to let their lght shine (back page).

Letting your Uight shine Is also the topic of two personal witnessing articles,
each providing Ideas for sharing Christ's love to a world that desperately

needs It (pp. 16-19; 32). 7
O

Julle Wietzke

SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION

Never miss an Issue. Subscribe today so you weon't miss an
issue of Fonward in Christ. Or share the magazine by sending a gift
copy to your friends and relatives.

PRINT + DIGITAL SUBSCRIPTION | $19.00 per year
CONGREGATIONAL DELIVERED

TO CHURCH MM, 12) | $12.00 peryear each
CONGREGATIONAL DELIVERED

TO HOMES N, 12) | $14.16 per year each
SINGLE COPY | $375 each
MULTI-YEAR SAVINGS RATES ALSO AVAILABLE

@ B00-562-6003, ext 5613 D nphonstiforwardinehrist (@) nphperiodicals @nphawels.net
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They spenttwo months on the project Se=more photos of the grodustion on p. 24.
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This is WELS (pictures)

Devotion
President’s message
Confessions of faith

Q&A

Parent conversations TH IS IS WE LS

11 Installation and ordination of Caleb King (pictured with his wife, Samantha, at Atonement, Plano,

.
C Ommunl ' y Texas) as a home missionary for Divine Savior, North Collin Courty, Texas 2| A Jesus Cares Ministries

event at Redeemer, Victoria, Texas 3 | Installation of two new teachers at Califomia Lutheran High

School, Wildomar, Calif. 41 Installation of Buok Chuol (middle, pictured with his parents Peter Bur and

N eWS 3 Martha Gach as well as Pastor John Koelpin and Beckie Koelpin) as vicar at Calvary, Dallas, Texas
51 Third graders at Risen Savior Christian Academy, Pooler, Ga., showing off their new Bibles 61 Mem-
bers from Bethlehem, Carmel, Ind., packing more than four thousand meals to feed the hungry.

My Christian Life e el A i o B ik i o i A
Please explain
Editorial
Bible study
Before you go
Back page
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DEVOTION

Known for a higher hope

“Hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been pourad out Inte our hearts
through the Holy Spirit, who has been glven to us” (Romans 5:5).

Jefirey D. Enderle

AT A TIME whenwe have limitless entertainment op-
tions at our fingertips, we have fawer and fewer shared
experiences. When the ssries finale of M*A*5*H aired
in 1983, over 100 millionviewers tunad in, topping
aren the ratings for the Super Bowl. Today if you ask
people for a TV show recommendation, you might not
aren be able to access it because of all the subscription
packages available.

We don't all hawe the same tastes in—or sven the same
access to—the same music, movies, and shows. Wa
do. however, share some basic needs with all people
These needs can leave paople feeling hopeless.

Ifwecan be thoughtful humbla, and curicus, we might
beableto find openings to share the hope that defines
us. Stories have the power to draw us in. Great stories

ran grip our attention and pull unsuspecting audisnces
into their gravitational pull. Carefully crafted stories can
do mora than meraly entertain us. They can reveal how
people view theworld, exposing issuss in their hearts.

Orwer the past 100 years the most influential thinkers
have defined cur human eistence as a search for mean-
ing in a meaninglass world. Critically acclaimed artists
in recent generations depict hopelessness. There is strug-
gle. but there’s no certainty of any purposebehind it.

Mow compare the stories pushed on us by intellectuals
with the stories that captivate us. Thehighest grossing
movies in the last two decades are from the Avatar,
Avengers, and Star Wars franchises. Good has to stand
up against evil. There has to be a bigger purposs behind
thestruggle. Stories we find compelling expose the
inconsistendes batween what people zay they beliare
andwhat they want to believe. Feople might surrendar
tothe assumption that this life is all thare s, but we all
leniow there is more. There has to be.

Author ] B R Tolkien once described the way the best
fiction contains elements of the universal truth. There
hasbaen a fall from parfaction. Thereis conflict beawesn
good and evil. Ultimately good will triumph owver evil

and provide 2 happy ending It traces back to the gospels.
Tolkdenwrote: “The Birth of Christ is the sucatastrophe
of Marz history. The Resurrection is the eucatastrophe

of the story of the Incamation” (On Fairy-Stories. p 24).

FHOTO | Sleck

If we are known as God's people
in a distinctive community, we can
offer our world a distinctive hope.

The coming of Jesus was atragedy, but a good cne. His
resurraction provides meaning to suffering.

Gods people have hope that our lives are mors than
our choices because God has given us meaning and
purpose. We gathar in communities of hope that pull
uz away from simply feeding our personal preferences.
Andwe have hopeto sharewith a world that desper-
ately neads it. Jesus provides the stony that is too good
becauss it is true. Jesus trinmphed ovar personal evil
and universalwickedness. Hisvictory is ours individ-
ually and available for the entire world. *“Hope does not
put us toshame, because God's love has besn poured out
into our hearts through the Holy Spirit. who has been
given to us"

Even the greatest tragedies and the most captivating
stories give us a chance to be known by our higher hopa.
Ifwe are known as Gods people in a distinctive com-
munity, we can offer our world a distinctive hope.

Canrbuting edfor ooy Enderia is pastor at St Jofim,
St Clar Minmaroia

Clober 2023 | &
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE |

Another humbling experience

The year was 2007. | had Just completed my 18th year os president of
one of our synod’s ministerol preparatory schoaols. | had the privilege
of being port of the training of hundreds of young pecple who would

serve as pastors, teachers, stoff ministers, and dedicated laypeople In
our synod.

Thot all changed In 2007. | was attending the synod comention at
Martin Luther College, Mew Ulm, Minn. Syncd President Korl Gurgel
had announced sewveral months earlier that he had decided not to
serve another term. The first item of business at the convention was
to elect a new synocd president

The election process Is somewhot complicated. After proyers for God's
guidance, each delegate Is asked to nominate one person for the posi-
tion. The five Individuals who receive the most nominations are ploced onto the bollot. Delegates
vote for one person until someone receives the majority of the votes. f no one recetves o majortty,
the person receting the least votes 1s removed from the ballot, and the voting Is repeated.

At that conventlon, no one received a majorty on the first bollot. Or the second. Or the third. On the
fourth bollot, two nomes remalned, one of them mine. Much to my surprise and even shock, | was
elected and colled to serve as synod president.

Whot a humbling moment that was. What a huge responsibility it would be. | wondered whether

| would be oble to serve In swuch a role. Any call from the Lord I1s one that leads the person called
to reflect carefully on both one’s gifts and one's weaknesses. But in thot careful self~exomination
Is the assurance that the work of the ministry does not depend on the person, but on the blessings
and strength of o groclous Ged. Trusting his promises, | occepted thot call.

Moy, after 16 years as your synod president, God's people In WELS hove agaoin called me to serve
In this office. More accurately, God, working through his church, has colled another weak, flowed,
and sinful clay Jar to serve In ministry. | am humbled and thonkful as much as | waos the first time.

The years as your synod president have been o greot blessing to me. You, God's saints, have ex-
pressed your support ond love. You hove been patlent with me when | haove mode mistakes. | have
no doubt that wouw will continue to do thaot And with God's help, | will strive to be farhful to the
calling od has given me and the work you have entrusted to me.

| hove also been blessed to see your joyful commitment to cur God-ghven mission. You have sup-
ported the work with your prayers, your generous offerings, and your willingness to serve. Qur synod
Is not perfect, but God continues to do omazing things to bulld his church In spite of our weaknesses
and fallings.

Paul's prayer for the Phillpplans 1s my prager: =1 thank my God every time | remember youw. In all my
prayers for all of you, | alwoys proy with Joy becouse of wour portnership Inthe gospel from the first
day until now, being confident of this, that he who began o good work In yow will carry It on to com-
pletion until the day of Christ Jesus™ (Philpplans 1:3-6).

Thank you for this undeserved privilege. | osk God to help me be fotthful in my serdce to him and to
you. | ask for youwr continued prayers as we continue to walk together in this amazing work that God
has given us to do.

U.l.&l- Schosrda

Mark 5. Schroeder | WELS President

el ke Deaigra
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QUESTION & ANSWER

WITH DAVID SCHARF

The Reformation cry is grace alone, but don't some Bible passages seem
to say that Jesus will look at our good works instead?

When Jesus comas again on the Last Day, everyones
body and soulwill be joined togsther again for judg-
ment.

SAVED BY GRACE THROUGH FAITH

Jesus describes judgment day: “Dio not be amazed at this,
fora time is coming when all who are in their graves will
hear his voiceand come out— those who have done what
is pood will rise to live, and thoss who hava done what is
avilwill riss to be condemned” (John 5:28 29).

Taken out of the context of the rest of Scripture, it al-
most seerns likewe are judged on the basis of ourdeeds
instead of faith. But Scripture is clear thatwe aresaved
by grace through faith, and apart from works. *Ttis by
graceyou have been savad, through faith—and this is
not from yoursehres, it is the gift of God” (Ephesians
2:8). We are saved by grace through Gods gift of faith.

But can we see faith? In one sense. no. Faith is a matter
of the heart known only to God However, in another
sense, yes. Faith canbe seen in whatwe do. Weare
saved by faith alone, notworks. But faith is never alone.
Therawill always be evidence of thar faith inwhatwe
do (cf James 2:18.25).

FRUITS ARE A DISPLAY OF FAITH

Jesus will say to belisvers on the Last Day: * Come, you
who are blezsad by my Father: takeyour inheritance,
the kingd om prepared for you since the creation of the
world. Forlwas hungry and you gave me somsthing
to eat, [ was thirsty and you gawve me something to
drink” (Matthew 25:34.35).

Since faith cannot be sean in the heart, Jasus will point
1o how faith showed itzalfin actions. Notice what is mis-
singin Jesus listing. There is no mention of sin! Why

not? Bacause all the imperfectionz in thosa actions have
beenwashed away! All that remains is the good done
out of love for fesus,

There is sin in every one of my good works because 1
am sinful. Without God, Inever have a parfectly pure
maotive. When my child wakes up at 3 4.M., is my first
thought, Praise the Lord, achance to serve my Savior?
MNo! Unfortunately, my first thought is, Seriou sly? You're
awake already? [ just want tosleep! But Iwill still help
my child, even if one of my motives is not 100 percent
God-pleasing. But on the Last Day. Jesus will display
that work as evidence of faith, because he goes on to
say “Whatevar you did for one of the least of thesa. ..
vou did for me” (Matthew 25:40).

Further evidence that we are saved by grace alone
comesin Matthew 25:41-45. Jesus says that unbelievers
did not do works of lowe for him. Certainly, unbelisvars
fesd their children and care for them when sick. but be-
cansa they reject Jesus forgiveness, only sin remains in
allof their works. Hebrews 11:6 says, "Without faith itis
impaozsible to please God”

Finally. Jesus doesn't say *For you gave millions of dol
larstothepoor, started a charity, changed the world.”
Mo, he points to giving food and drink and helping the
sick. Thesatirist P [ O'Rourke said, “Everybody wants
to save the earth; nobody wants to help Mom do the
dishes" The dizhes, not greatworks onhj]mthropy.
are the types of works Jesus lists.

Our Christian lives, motivated by our *grace along”
salvation, do not go unnoticed by our Savior!

ASK & GUMETION AT »forsondinchrist netsubmit

- .--"""-
Plus, feature articles —
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PAR

ENT

CONVERSATIONS

Parenting con feel overwhelming as we navigate through the trendhes, ond the number of “experts™ who
volumteer to help us has exploded with the advent of secial media and the worldwide web. Yet articles
like these from Saroh Reik and Rob Guenther are a reminder that in some ways, the basics of parenting
can be remaorkably simple. Meither Reik nor Guenther claim to ke an expert on parenting, but they're in
the trenches with us and have some valuable theughts to share about their experiences.

—Nicole Balza

WHAT ARE THE BUILDING BLOCKS OF A STRONG
PARENT/CHILD RELATIONSHIP?

WHEN [ initially set out to answer this question. my
head was spinning. Thousands of books have been
written on the topic of parenting. Ibelisve we allwould
agree that our main goals as parents are to love our
children unconditionallr and to teach them about the
unconditional love of Ged. For ditection onwhere to go
after that, I decided (with some trepidation as towhat I
might hear) toturn to the experts—rmy four children.
LOVING COMMUMICATION

My children had quite a few thoughts about the im-
portance of communication in dareloping and foster-
ing a srrong parent /child relationship. Carson (16) said
he likes knowing that if he shareswhat's on his mind,
wewill lizten and do curbest to understand from his
point ofview. McKenna (14) said it's important for her
to fesl safe and comfortable talking to us, knowing
that she wor't get a lacture but we'll discuss things
calmly and respectfully. Braden (13) said he knows
some parents who get angry and put their kids down,
but he'’s glad that the way we talk to himis “kind and
EMcouraging.”

*EVERYONE SHOULD BE QUICK TO LISTEN, SLOW TO
SPEAK AND SLOW TO BECOME ANGRY" CJAMES 1:191.

LOVIMNG COMMECTION

The bookThe 5 Love Languages of Children lists five
primary wayswe can connect with our childrento
show them love. This is something we areintentional
about in our family. Sharing words ofaffirmation is one

4 | ocober 2022

way to connect and clearly appreciated by my children
a5 discussad above. Another way isthrough giving gifts—
Braden loves when Irun errands and rand omly come
homewith a pair of shorts Ithink he'll like. We maks
an effort to connect with all the children through physi-
cal touch (hugs, kisses, high-fives, cuddling on the couch],
asthizisavital love languags, especially when children
are young. When azked what she thinks helps build a
strong parent-child relationzhip, Julia (11) named the
last owo love languages: “I like that you sup port me and
helﬁan;e with what I do petsofservice), and Ilikawhen
wa have fun days togather (quality time).”

My husband iz a master at showing love through quality
time. Just in the last two days hewent golfing with Car-
zom, helped McFenna practice shooting her bow, talked
fonthallwith Braden, and spent time with Julia at her
cross country run. He makes an effort m connactwith
them around their interests, and we'veobserved how it
hasled to strong bonds over the years.

“(VER ALL THESE VIRTUES PUT ON LOVE, WHICH BINDS THEM
ALL TOGETHER IN PERFECT UNITY" (COLOSSIANS 3:141.

LOVIMG CORRECTION

McFenna shared that she likes that we're notover-
protective andwe dorn't have marmy rules. Shesses thar
we give her and the other children freedom and inde-
pendence, and she appreciates that. My husband and
I have made it cur geal to be trainers and guidas aswe
come alongside our children to both model and teach
what it locks like tolead God-pleasing lives. Thiz does
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COVMMUNIT

CHAMNGES IN MIMISTRY
Pastors

Bartsch, Mark, to immaonuel, Johnsan
Creek, Wis.

Baossett, Caleb, to Qur Redeemer, Modisen,

Wk

Birner, Philip, to retrement

Harn, Isaiah, ta Trinity, Klel, Wis.

Harn, Paul, to national chdlian chaplain
Johnsan, Rondall, to Salem, (woszo, Mich,
Kelonder, Ryan, to Riverview, Appleton, Wis.
Marggraf, Poul, to Mt Olie, Delona, Minn.
Noumann, James, to Qur Sodor, Phillips,
Wi

Nouyen, Too, to Peoce in Jesus Viemamess,
Boise, ldoho
Vess, David, to retrement
Wendlond, Paul, to St Jobn, Soint Poul, Minn,
Ziemer, Poul, to retrement

Teachers

Curtis, Mathan, to 5t Paul, Columbus, Chio
Draper, Eileen, to retirement

Gresock, Rochel, to Prince of Peoce, Toy-
lorsville, Utah

Horn, Rebecca, to Reformation, Son Diego,
Colif

Jenzwold, Modeline, to Loving Arms Child
Core Canter, Wichita, Kon.

Krueger, Jodee, to Ketile Moroine Lutheron
High School, Jacksan, Wis.

Lamnbrecht, Sarah, to 5. Paul, Onoloska,
W

Nizhausen, Amy, to Litde Lamb Acodemny
of Medford, Medford, Wis.

Perushek, Benjamin, to FoxValley Lutheron
High School, Appletan, Wis.

Raith, Michalms, to 5t Jobn, Miwoukes, Wis.
Reinhardt, Douglas, to Gorden Homes,
Mibwaukes, Wis.

Rothe, Aleondna, o Didne Sovior Acodemy—
Santa Rita Ronch, Lberty HILL, Texas
Schaper, Brod, to retirement

Schroeder, Rochel, to Boy Pines, Seminols,
Fla.

Seeger, Rebecca, to llinols Lutheran Be-
mentary School, Crete, 1L

28 | October 2023

Sievert, Scott, to retirement

Wade Jr, James, to Emst Fork, Whiteriver,
Az

Staff ministers

Barzing, Thomas, to Mt. Colvory, Redding,
Calif.

Graumann, Nathar, to 5t Poul's, Fort Af-
kinson, Wis.

Waldt, Jon, to Divine Savior Lutheran
BAcademy, Delroy Baoch, Fla.

AMMIVERSARIES

Helznville, Wis.—St. Peter (T5). Oct. 8.
‘Warship, 4 R, caterad meal to follow.
Website, stpeterslutheron-helemdl le.ong.

Watertown, Wis.—5t Luke (I75). Oct.15.
Worship, § am. ond ¥0:15 au; cobered medl
ord progrom to follow 10:15 sendce. RSP
by Dt 1 to bouldese@ps welsnet.
Gillette, Wyo.—Christ Qur Redeemer [40).
Dct. 22. Worship, 9 &.; annlversary
meal, 12 rm. REVP, Marco Schlomer,
suemarco 1838y mal.com; 207-689-TT52.
Oklahoma City, Oklo.—Haly Cross (50).
Niw. 5. Worship, 4 pu; meal to fallow,
Livestream avallable on Focebooka
Halycressake.

ALLD TO

A reporting of deaths of called
wiarkers os nated In the call report
Wislt torwardinchrist.netiobtuaries.

PASTORS
WATERSTRADT, ROMALD L.
Feb. 3, 1941-Aug. 18, 2023

TEACHERS

WERMICKE, DIANE E.
June &, 1944-July 29, 2023

ugmmmﬁmmum

—Matthew 5:4

CONNECT | GROW | SERVE

EVEMTS
MLC Lodies Auxiliary Day—Oct. 7. Martin
Luther College, Mew Ulm, Minn. Website,
mlc-wels.edudodies-oocliory.

Lutheran Convention for Seniors—0ct.
113, Holiday Innond Comeention Center,
Srevers Point, Wis. Website, weals.net/
events.

Christian Life Resources notional comven-
tian—Oict. 14, Kettle Maraine Lutheron Hgh
School, Jacksan, Wis. Theme: “For such
o time as this.” 5230 an.—3 ru. Website,
christiard feres ources . comfresources!
evertanational-cormentian.

WELS Histericol Institute presentation
and annual meating—Oct. 16, Wisconsin
Lutheran Seminary, Mequon, Wis. Pres-
entation: “The History of Wisconsin
Lutheran Seminany.” 3-5 ru.; anmual
meeting to follow presentation. Web-
site, welshistordcal institute ongfevents.

Waomen's retreat—HNov. 11. David's Star,
Jockson, Wis. Theme: *God's peoce—no
ploce far ardety " Rochel, 262-677-2412,
ext, 302, Website, dovidsstorong.

NAMES WANTED

Musicians—The planning committse for
the 2024 Natlonal Conferance on War-
ship, Music, and the Arts, scheduled for
July 30—Awg. 2, 2024, at Corthoge Col-
lege, Kenosha, Wis.. i looking for nomes
of odvonced ability instrumeniolists who
hrve niot previously ployed at owarship
conference. Submitnomes otwels.netf
worshipoonference.

Military finmatesiindividuals with special
needs—Special Minkiries supplies devo-
Hans, resources, and other spiritual help
onidtenching ools to members of the
Mrned Forces, inmates, and indviduals
with special needs. Complete an online
refierral fomn ot wels.netrefer. Special
Ministries, 414-256-32 41, csméwals.net.

F0 pioca an onnaUNComen, ok 414355323 ar

s-mall Nicsybmiss preswals net. Ceodina bs &
WS Dfiors pubd ioclon doie. b
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District news

ARIZONA-CALIFORNIA

Grooe, Glendole, Artz., celebrated
the 40th anntversary In the pastoral
ministry of David Clark on Aug. 27.
Mount Calvary, Redding Calif,, held
fts s2cond annual Art In the Park on
the lost Saturday of June, July, ond
August. During this outreach event,
members st up o conopy at o local
pork and Invited the community to
moke crafts.

MICHIGAN Areglonal WELS youth rally wos held In Sl?perg Rodk, Pmr}.,frodeg 012 WE.S mem-
Memorial, Williamston, Mich., cele- bers from stx stotes foassed on the theme “God, Others, Me™ based on Philpplons 2:3-5.

brated its 75th anniversary on June
4. The congregation was orgonized
May 16, 1948, os o WELS mission.

NORTHERN WISCONSIN

St. Poul, Howords Grove, Wis,, cele-
brated three ministry anniversares
In Jun=—Dawn Johnson, 35 years In
the teaching ministry; Aaron Mueller,
20 years In the postoral ministry;
ond Luther Curig, 20 yeors In the
teaching ministry.

St. Matthew's, Niles, IIL, hosted its first mojor cutreoch event In ot leost 15 years this
summer. Its evening Bible comp was styled ofter vacotion Bible school. It equipped St.
Motthew's members to teoch Bible storles to children and Identified unchurched fom-
llies In Its nelghborhood. Sbety-one children ottended.

NORTHERN WISCONSIN

First German, Manitowoc, Wis, Is celebrot- 2 WESTERN WISCONSIN
Ing the 150th anniversary of its sanctuory

In 2023. The building ks one of the oldest More thon 1,000 pecple gathered for the dedcation of the new sonctuony ot St Matthew's,
In Monitowoc and o cornerstone In the Oconomowoc, Wis., on Aug. 27. The new space Includes o lorge gotherng oreo ond o
downtown orea. smoll chopel as well os st dassrooms and o band room for the church's schoal.

QOctober 2023
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The Good Shepherd guldes and blesses
a Navajo shepherdess In New Mexico.
Sarah Habben

“YAAT'EEH.  am called Marian Newman. [ am Bitter-
water clan, born for Sleeping Rock. My maternal grand-
father is Salt. My paterna g grandfather’s clan is Towering
House.”

| AM JESUS’ UTTLE LAMB

For the Navajo people, introducingyourself means more
than just sharing your name. It's about sharing where
and how youbelong—your kinship orK’e. In this ma-
trilineal society you do so by sharing your four clans,
beginning with your mother’s

Perhaps this traditional greeting was among the first
words Marian heard. Shewas born in 1933 in Naschitti,
N.M., at the base of the Chuska Mountains. ltwas lamb-
ing season, and her pregnant mother had taken the
lambe out before it got hot. *Pain came, and I came,”
says Marian. “Mother caught me with her skirt. Aunt
came and cut the cord.” Marian’s given name isHas-tsa™
hazbaa’, which translates to “sudden birth of a lady
warrior” The government assigned her the name
Marian Henry—and a birthday of May 14, based on
the season she was bom.

Marian has known her whole life how she fitsin, but

for her, belonging isn't only about her clans. It’s about
her kinship with Jesus.

EVER GLAD AT HEART | AM

Marian’s mother raised sheep, weaving rugs to sell to
the trading post. The herd provided their family with
meat, milk, and wool. and Marian grew up hearing her
mother say “As long as you have sheep, youll never go
hungry”

Marianwas the fifth child. *My four older brothers
used to tease me, ‘Hurry up! Spin some wool foryour
mother. Dor't just sit there—spin and card thewool!"”
Marian laughs asshe concludes, “But [ hadnopatience
for that™ So her brothers weaved while Marian herdad
the family sheep on the mountain, keeping an eye out
for timber rattlers and bears. “Mama told me, ‘Youd
better notlay on the ground and sleep. A lizard might
go inyour mouth.” So Iwould put my two feet in one
stirrup and fall asleep draped across my horse.”

One of Marian's earliest memoriesis the seasonal mi-
gration up the Chuska Mountains. Winter campwas at
5,000 fest, where itwas dry and rocky with few trees.
Astheweatherwarmed and the grass dried, Naschittians
would drive their flocks to the meadows of the sacond
level. Spring and fall were spent a little higher, under
pifions and juniper. Inthe height of summer, Marian
remembers heading to the top camp, over 8,000 feet,
under a forest of ponderosa, fic and spruce. Such

October 2022 | ©
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What does it mean that “many are Invited, but few are chosen™? | Nathanaet J. Brenner

ABOUT TWO-THIRDS. ThatiswhatItella couple as
they are planning theirwedding About two-thirds of
the people they invite will actually come.

That is how we usually say it. right? When we invite
people to a wedding. party. or other event, they RSVP
either yes or no. Either they come, or they don't.

Theway Jesus ends the parable of the wedding banquet
raises some questions. “Many are invited, but few are
chosen” (Matthew 22:14). Why not say, “Many arein-
vited, but few come"?Why use the word chosen? Jesus’
final statement answers the question the parable ad-
dresses: Why will some people be in heaven, and why
will others not be there?

A GOSPEL INVITATION

Similar to when we send out invitations to our wed-
dings, God genuinely wants those he invites to come
and share the joy. God wants all people to be saved and
to be at the eternal wedding feast [Ezekiel 33:11; 1 Timo-
thy 2:2.4). God's invitation comes to people through the
gospel inWord and sacrament (Romans 10:17).

In Jesus parable, the king invited many to the wedding
feast for ins son. But the ones he invited first rejected
the invitation. “They paid no attention and went off—
onato hisfield, anotherto his business. The rest seized
his servants, mistreated them and killed them™ (Matt-
hew 22:5,6). The king then sent his servants out to the
streets to invite any- and everybody. *[The servants]

30 | October 2023

gathered all the people they could find, the bad as
well asthegood. and the wedding hall was filled with
guests” (v 10).

Jesus was teaching this parable to a crowd of Jews,
which also induded the chief priests and Pharisees.
The Jewish nation received the gospel invitation first,
but many refused to come. So Godwould send his
gospel invitation to all the world—to the Gentiles.
“Many are invited” (both Jews and Gentiles). The gos-
pel“is the power of God for salvation to everyone
who believes—to the Jew first, and also to the Greek”
(Romans 1:16 Evangelical Heritage Version).

A GRACIOUS CHOOSING

Many are invited. but why are the few chosen? This
isn't picking teams in elementary school where God
looks to choose the most athletic kid. This isn't a fancy
galawhere God is choosing the wealthiest donors.
Sincewe are by nature sinful (Psalm 51:5) and objects
of God's wrath (Ephesians 2:3). nothing about who we
are or whatwe do moved God to choose us.

God chose us in Christ by grace alone. It is all by his
undeserved love in Christ. “He has saved usand called
us to a holy life—not because of anythingwe have done
butbecause of his own purpose and grace. This grace
was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of
time" (2 Timothy 1:9). “He chose usin him before the
creation of the world” (Ephesians 1:4, emphasis added).
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A new open door

Jonathan 1. Enter

Culture shifted. Absolute ruth died. There's a
new standard that's defended as undenkable, as
the only nght way ta lve: Yourtruth is yourtruth;
someone else's truth Is his or hertruth, it's called
relathvism; It's really the devil’s playgrund.

The greatest offense today k telling others
thelr truth Is wrong and yours Is fght. That's
overwhelming and Intimidating to most Chris-
tians because we know beleving that Jesus
Is the only way to heaven and that the Bible
Isthe only absolute truth Is naturally offenshe
to people. It's scany to open your mouth and
baldly proclaim with Paul, “Salvation s found
In no one else, forthere Is no other nome under
heaven ghen to mankind by which we must
b saved” (Acts 412). This etermnal truth Is de-
nounced as archalz, verbally abuskee, and
downright wrong.

S0 how do you confidently lve and express
your fatth In this emvironment?

Actually, this emvironment Is one of the great-
estopen doors to the gospell Be lke Paul. When
he was In Athens, the people there belleved
In many false gods. But rather than complain-
Ing about ther culture, Paul used i He found
a statue with the Inscription “To AN URMKHNOWH
son” (Acts 17:23) and connected the people
to the gospel of Christ.

Let's use today's culture In reference to Chist.
In relathism, no one can tell you your personal
truth B wrong. 5o . . . tell your truth, the truth
of how God's love ghves you peace, how the
power of God did the Impossible for you. Tall
others about Jesus by sharing how Jesus’
mercy ghees you confldence to face each day.
They'll often Usten If you say i ke this: *Far
me, | have found strength to endure by trust-
Ing In Chrst. Thats why | have such hope”
From their perspective, you simply shared
yaur truth. You didn't force your apinlon an
them as the only right way, and you didn't
pressure them to beleve i You cam't make
them beleve anyway. That's the Spint's job.
four Job Is to plant the seed of the gospel.

October 2073

In a culture that seems so hostile to the truth
of God's Word, go back to what you know &
absolute truth. Go back to Jesus.

Use 1 Peter 3115 as your unwavering guide.

*“In your hearts revere Christ as Lord.” Without
hesttation but also without antagoniz ation,

proclaim Christ In your words and actions. “Al-
ways be prepared to ghve an answer” When
you Live for Christ, you will stick out. Listen
for times to subily yet specifically share the

In relativism, no one can tell
you your personal truth is
wrong. So.. . tellyour truth,
the truth of how God'’s love

gives you peace.

truth “to everyone who asks you to ghee the
reason for the hope that you have” ou hove
the triune God, a God of purpose and order.
Talk In the first person about how Christ Im-
pacted your past (ghing you the peace of
forglveness), how the Father calms your pres-
ent (knowing he powerfully and personally
protects and provides for you), and how the
Spirtt guides your future leading you In paths
of ighteousness and faithfulness). That's a
peace and confldence that everyone needs.
5o, tell them. Proclaim this perspective-atter-
Ing, etemity-changing truth. *But do this with
gentleness and respect”

Share your story, which Is God's story. Tell
others how you've seen God's power and pres-
ence In your Ufe. And after you share that truth,
pray the Spirtt will worlk In thelr hearts to see
the truth that Jesus' grace oovers them too!

Jorathan Enfey, an nstrocior ana pestor ad
St Crody ih‘fa‘dﬁﬂ.cﬂﬂﬁﬂ% Weast 5t Paul
Mirnasoda s mamber af Crovn of Lifs,
Vst 5t Paul.

e
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ECHISM TRU

IFTHE HYMN ‘Amazing Grace” were written about
Matthew, itwould end, *I once was lost, but now I'm
found. Was out but now I'min

MATTHEW'S EXPERIENCE

The Jewish community treated tax collectors like Mat-
thew as impenitent traitors and pagans. The people
closed the synagogue doors to them—locking them
outof fellowshipwith God and neighbor.

If the regular community excluded Matthew this way,
how could he expect anything different from the increas-
ingly popular rabbi in town? Jesus saw a man named
Matthew sitting at the tax collector’s booth. Follow me”
hetold him, and Matthew got up and followed him.
While Jesus was having dinner at Matthew’s house, marny
tax collectors and sinners cameand atewith him and
his disciples” (Matthew 9:0.10).

Look at Matthew now. Jesus and his disciples were sit-
ting at his home table! Fellowship followed faith and
forgiveness. Table fellawshipwith Jesus meant as much
to Matthew as sight to a blind man or physical health
to a paralytic.

More than that, Jesus pulled Matthew into his closest
fallowship—the men to whom the Lord entrusted su-
ﬁemamral authority. “Jesus called his twelve disciples to
im and gave them authority to drive out impure spirits
and to heal every diseass and sickness™ [Matthew 10:1).

It would get better yet. Jasus gave Matthew and every
one of his followers (not just the Twwelve) the authority to
make it possnble for people to enjoy felloxnhlp with God

opening heaven itsslf! Matthew alone records these
wor s of Jesus: *I will give you the keys of the kingdom
of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in
heaven, and whateveryou loose on earth will beloosed
in heaven” (Matthew 16:19; see also Matthaw 18:18). The
catechism calls this the ministry of the keys.

OUR OPPORTUNITY
In Matthew chapter 16, Jesus gave the keys to the uni-

versal church—to allwho confass that Jesusis“the Mes-
siah, the Son of the living God" (v. 16). He promised “the
gates of Hades will not overcome [the church|” (Matthew
16:18). That's because the forgiveness of sins is the key
that opens the door to heaven.

In Matthew chapter 18, Jesus describes how local
churches use the keys. Patient correction begins pri-
vately. But if the sinner consistently rejects the loving
rebuke that includes a widening circle of concerned
brothers and sisters, only then would the congragation
use the other key and *treat them asyouwould a pagan
or a tax collector” fv. 17}—all in the hope of repentance
and reconciliation.

Peter then asks Jesus about the limit for the individual use
of the keys. Our forgiveness is to be limitless, just like our
Father's. With the parable of the unmerciful servant (Mat-
thew 18:21-35), Jesus visualizes the Fifth Petition of the
Lord's Prayer (Matthew 6:12-15) in memorable fashion.
The goal of the keys isalways reconciliation with God
and neighbor through Jesus: forgiveness, faith, and fel-
lowship. Matthew understood that. And he recorded
Jesus"words so youwould see that Jesus has put these
very keysinyour hands.

One more thing Matthew makes clear: Reconciliation
is an urgent matter. Areyou on the outswith anyone?
Whether you have sinned against someone (Matthew
5:23.24) or someone hassinned against you [Matthew
18:15), Jesus tellsyou, “Go!” In other words, it's always
your move.

Contributing edtar James Borgwarat is pasiar at

b Redoomer, Fond duLac, Wisconsin
. ]

This 1z the fourth article 0 a sixpart serkes about catechism truths
found in Matthow's gospel.

LEARN MORE ot forwardinchrist netcatechism.

The keys and confession

M 'M lvlv H!n L'”'”

James F. Borgwardt
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Pastor and wife appreciation month

Prolse Martin Luther? Mo, prolse the Lord!
Praoize the Lord for what he accomplished
through reformers like Martin Luther

In our pratse to the Lord, 1t s common and
oppropriote to focus ottention on Luther
during the month of October. After all,
Luther’s nalling of the Minety-five Theses
to the door of the Costle Church in \Witen-
berg on Oct 31, 1517, marked the begin-
ning of the Lutheran Reformation.

Tim Grundmeler's article abowt Johonnes
Bugenhagen (p. 10, Martin Luther's pastor
and confessor, Ilustrotes proise to the
Lord for another person who served him
forthfully. As you reod, Bugenhogen offi-
clated ot Luther's wedding to Kaotherina
(Kotie) von Boro. In oddition, after Luther's
death, Bugenhogen provided care for
Kaotle and her children.

Kaotle is yet one more indhviduol who pro-
vides reason for pralse to the Lord. Talk
obout drama In Iife! She wos o runowoy
nun, and her husbond's Life was In donger
throughout their almost 21-year marrioge
becouse Rome hod declared him an out-
law. She newver really knew if her husband
would return home safely from o trip. &nd
when he did return home at the end of
any doy. she never knew how many un-
expected friends and ocqualntonces he
might be bringing with him for supper.

But through it all, Katle displayed Chris-
tion farth and godly ottributes. Her resolbve
kept the household Intoct during her hus-
bond's many obsences. Her bold person-
olity shook the reformer out of his frequent
doldrums. She was a fathful postor's wife
ond a blessing from the Lord.

There Is no connectlon to the Reformation
of which | am aware, but for some time
October hos been designoted as Pastor
Appreciation Month. it's o special time to
praise the Lord for fotthful ministers of the
Word. With Kotle Luther in mind, moy | sug-
gest an addttional designation for October?
How about Pastor and Wife Appreciation
Maonth?

There ore good reasons for that oddition.
The role of o pastor's wife Is challenging.
Privocy can be a concemn, os her fomily al-
waoys seems to be on disploy—espedally
ot church. The bar Is set high for the be-
howior of her children. Isolotion con set in,
os close friendships within the congrego-
tion moy not always be possible. At home,
the hours of her husband's workweek often
can create extra responsibilities for her.
And when her husbond does come home,
he moy not be very engaged In conver-
sation, as he Just expenenced confidential
counseling matters he s not oble to share
with her. They only exchange concemed
looks in their eyes.

The wife of o pastor may find herself and
her family relocoting ogain and again oc-
ross the countny or throughout the woed.
Certainly, she and her husband proyerfully
discussed the calls he recetved and so the
MOvEs Came as no surprise, but moving
owaoy from evenything and everyone fomil-
lor can be unsetting.

Through it all, though, the wife of o pastor
supports her husband. She encouroges
him when people ore not happy with his
ministry. She reminds him thot what's all-
Important |s foithfulness and not results.
She silently cheers him on from her plaoce
In the pew.

| would not want to exchange my Kate
for Fronce nor for Venice to boot . . . be-
cause Sod has given her to me and me to
her . .. becouse she keeps fatth and honor
In cur marrage relation” (What Luther Says,
Vol 2, p. B88). Thot's how Martin Luther
viewed his wife. She was a cherished port
of his life ond ministry. & pastor's wife
today has the some significance.

50 let’s prolse the Lord for faithful refor-
mers ke Martin Luther and Johannes
Bugenhogen. Let's pralse the Lord for
fomhful postors. Let's pralse the Lord for
the foithful wives of pastors.

: -
iy s [

James Pope | FIC Editor
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A country song reminds us
about the active, strong falth
of children. | amondoL. Berg

Years aga, therewas a country song
called *Let Them Be Little” by Billy
Dean and Richie McDonald. Itwasa
tender song all about the sweetmess
and briefness of childhood with are-
frain that chimed, *Let"em cry let 'em
giggle, let them sleep in the middle.™

Somehow this song became in-
grained in me when my girls were
small, especially the*let them sleep
inthe mj?d]e‘ part. Thiswas espe-
cially true with cur youngest, Sophia.
She was a frequent visitor to cur room
atnight. A sound, ascary dream, just
about anything sent her little feet rac-
ing through the hall and across the
family room of our Minnesota parson-
age straight through the door of our
bedroom. She usually tried—and
failed—to catapult herself up into
our bed, but then shédwalk around
to my or Mike's side, and we'd help
her climb right in. There wera nights
when thisgot old, but I tried to re-
mind myself They re only that way for
alittle while, so ket her be little, Amanda,
let her sleepin the middle.

Jesus has a tender love for children
too. We see that when hewelcomed

the youngest of children into his
open arms. Heannounced, “Let the
little children come to me’ (Matthew
19:14). Jesus preached how a child-
like faith, by the work of his Spirit, is
active, strong and true, and serves as
amodel for adults. We may look on
this part of Scripturewith fondness
or view it as a sweet Bible lesson for
children, but it is deeper than that.
Itisthe salvation story. Jesus came
for children. He died for children. He
rose for children. He came, died. and
rose for usall!

Another verse of that song goes
on to say, “I live for those kisses,
prayers and your wishes. Now that
you'te teaching me things only a
child can see” In my years of teach-
ing thelittles, [ have had the joy and
privilege of seeing that childlike
faith demonstrated to the fullest.
No one speaks with more conviction.
No one professes God's love with
less doubt or shame. No one lets
praises ring tothe rafters like small
children. And they want to know
about Jesus. They want to chat about
their Lord and Savior. They burst
with joy proclaiming the fact that
he loves usall, died to pay the price
for our sins, and rose sothatwetoo
will rise to bein heaven someday.

Teaching little ones about Jesus truly
ismy favorite part of the day. It may
not ahvays go perfectly; there may
bewiggles a.nIgjgg]es. but they are
just little. They are his precious little
lambs, washed in his blood and the
waters of Holy Baptism and given
the robe of righteousness earned
by hislife and sacrifice for them.

Andso,letus...letthem. .. be lit-
tle. Let us share thelove of Jesuswith
our children daily. Let us include
them in worship, Word, blessing
and praise. Let us never underesti-
mate what they can handle and un-
derstand. Let us not hinder thework
of the Spiritin our children’s hearts
and minds. “Give them hope, give
them praise, give them love, every-
day. Let’em cry let"em giggle, let
them sleep in the middle. Oh, just
let them be little”

Amande Borg s & toacher at
St Phdip, Mibwaukos, Vdscansin

*© 2004 MIKE CURB MUSIC/SONGS OF

BILLY DEAN (odmin by Mks Curb Music)

(BMIySony/ATV Trea Publishing (EM. All
rights reserved Used by pammission

PHOTO | Ligktatndk



This is WELS (pictures)

Devotion
President’s message
Confessions of faith
Q&A

Parent conversations
Community

News

My Christian Life
Please explain
Editorial

Bible study

Before you go

Back page

Plus, feature articles

&\
-

“UM
G '
v’

P

Evangelism can start with a simple, human question that leads
to opportunities to share the hope you have In Jesus.

HUMAN EVANGELISM. The point
isnot evangelizing humans but how
to evangelize humansin a human
way. If you pay attention to how
Jesus connected with people in the
gospels, youwill see incredible ex-
amples of human evangelism.

Jesus was on hislast trip to Jerusa-
lem. The hour of his suffering and
death on the croes had come. But
just outside Jerusalem, in Jericho

Ctober 2023

E. Allen Sorum

actually, hewatched Zacchaeus
scurry up a tree because he wanted
to see Jesus. Zacchaeushad likely
heard about Jesus and his kind ways.
He was interested in seeing Jesus
but probably could not imagine
that the famous rabbiwould be in-
terested in him. Jesus’ compassion
for Zacchaeus moved him to change
course from Jerusalem’s cross to
Zacchaeus” tree. Jesus went to him

and said, “Zacchaeus, come down
immediately. I must stay atyour
housetoday” (Luke 19:5).
Orconsider Jesus humanapproach
toward witnessing in John 4:4: “Now
he had to go through Samaria.” John
shows his readers how Jesuswould
not let centuries of hatred and in-
tolerance against a whole nation
keep him from sharing his gracious
water of lifewith the people.

PHATO | ISk
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Jobannes Dugenhaden:

Lessons from Luther’s Pasi@l

This leader In the 16th-century Lutheran Reformation has much to teach us today.
Timothy D. Grundmeder

THE CELEBRATIONS that began on Oct. 31,2017, seem
to be fading. That date marked five centuries since Mar-
tin Luther launched the Reformation with the posting
of his Ninety-five Theses. Since then, various publica-

tions have noted other milestones associated with the
beginning of the Lutheran church.

But beforewe put the 500th anniversary of the Lutheran
Reformation in the rearview mirror, [would like to pro-
pose another occasion to remember. It was during this
month in 1523 that Johannes Bugenhagen was installed
as pastor of the City Church of Wittenberg

A BRIEF BIOGRAPHY

Most Lutherans today probably know little or nothing
about Bugenhagen’s life and work. Yet during the time
of the Reformation, he was widely considered to be,
alongwith Luther and Philip Melanchthon, one ofthe
three most important leaders of the Lutheran movemnent.

Bornin 1485, Johannes Bugenhagen grew up in Pomera-
nia, located on the present-day border between Germany
and Poland. Little is known about his childhood and early
life. After raceiving a university education, he served for
15 years as the ractor of a local Latin school (the modern
equivalent of a grade school principal). During this time,
hewas also ordained as a priest and assisted in the edu-
cation of monks. Bugenhagen's lifewas changed in the
fall of 1520 after he encountered Luther’s writings and be-
came convinced of their truthfulness. A few months later,

atthe age of 35, he gave up his career asa teacherand
enrolled at the University of Wittenberg.

Afrer Bugenhager's arrival Luther and other reformers
quickly recognized his intellectual and spiritual gifts.
Though his intention was to focus on his studies, hewas
fast-tracked to variousleadership pesitions, including
guest lecturing at the university. Less than threeyears
after his arrival in Wittenberg, hewas elected pastor of
St. Mary's Church, popularly known as the City Church.

Over the next several decades, Bugenhagenwould
serve as Luther’s pastor and become one of his dearest
colleagues. He performed the marriage ceremony be-
tween Luther and Katherina von Bora and preached at
the great reformer’s funeral. In his pastoral role, Bugen-
hagen provided spiritual counsel to Luther by hearing
his confession of sins, proclaiming Christ’s forgiveness,
and offering spiritual guidance. He and hiswife, Wal-
purga, also enjoyed a close personal friendship with
the Luthers. After Martin and Katie had their first son,
Bugenhagen served as the child's baptismal sponsor.

In addition to being Luther’s confessor and friend.
Bugenhagen also served the cause of the church more
broadly He assisted in the translation of the Bibleinto
German, produced several of his own biblical com-
mentaries, and gave numerous lectures in a variety
of educational settings. Bugenhagen also possessed
great administrative gifts. He helped spread the Lu-
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Forward in Christ 1s designed to
* Help readers grow in their Christian faith
* Encourage readers to live as Christians in a secular world

* Provide ways for readers to gain a deeper personal perspective on Christian
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Lutheran Leadership Conference (2023)
Free in Christ (2024)

WELS’ 175" Anniversary (2025)
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Let us help you share what's inside Forward in Christ each month.

= Ciopy the short write-ups below into your worship folder
annauncements of church newsletter to highlight must-
read articles.

= Share Forward in Chast Focebook and Instagram posts
to your church's sociol media poges.

« Distribute a menthly parenting news letter based on FICs
“Parent corversations" to church and school families.

= Link to forwardinchristnet on your congregation's website
or use an R5S5 feed to disploy newly added articles.

=+ Encourage members to sign up to receive AC's weskly
e-newsletter at forwardinchrist.net/subscribe.

» Downlood digital display graphics to remind your members
to pick up their copy each month.

= Hang posters and use worship folder copymasters that
promote subscribing to the synod's official magazine.

Find promotional materials at ferwardinchrist. net/promote.

£»i WELSCONNECTIONS

EMBRACE THE

CROSS ANTICIPATE THE

CROWN

T‘ (“_[;J F}:: SYNOD GONVENTION 2033
In September, both WELS Connec-
tion and Forward in Christ are pro-
viding news and updates from the
67th Biennial Synod Convention,
which was held July 21-Aug. 3 in
Saginaw, Mich. Don't miss hearing
from delegates about their experi-
ences as they helped determine
WELS" ministry direction for the fu-
ture. Also read a portion of WELS
President Mark Schroeder’s report
to the convention, which highlights
the convention theme *Embroce the
Cross—Anticipate the Crown™ (p. 6).

PADSHSDLPLDE

EXPLORE SEPTEMBER 2023 ARTICLES

Whuy is church discipline
a loving action? This
month's *Please explain®
{p. 30 tackles this
question, while “My
Christian life” {p. 20)
highlights the role of
excommunication in
one woman's Life.

Two teachers
share tips on

S Mot seeing eye

% to eye with your
o+ ~ % child's teacher?

how to handle
disagreements in
“Parert conwer-
sations” {p. 16).

Have the world's
problems made
you tired? James
Huebner reminds
us of God's ripls
qgift, which moti-
vates us to kesp
senving (p.12).

> HELP THEM STAY CONNECTED!

Dicl you know that you can subscribe to have a print copy of Forward in Christ
sent to each home in your congregation? Help your members stay connected with
their Savior and with WELS members around the world—right in their own homes.
SAVE WHEN YOU ORDER 12 OR MORE COPIES.
Contact Morthwestern Publishing House, nphperledicolsanph.wels.net; 800-662-6093, ext. 5613.

Like us on Fc1cel}ooko Follow us on Instagram
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SYNOD CONVENTION 2023

Our cross and crown
By Mark Schroeder By Ann Jahns

» HOME

My Christian life: One woman'’s gratitude for

The love of a Lamb being excommunicated The perfect wedding to come
By Aaron Boehm By Alicia A. Neumann By FIC




BIBLE READING PLAN

Psalms for the seasons of life: June

June 4—-10

Psalm 129: "Psalm 129 contrasts with Psalm 128, which speaks of the blessing of the godly. The ungodly, who oppress the
godly, will experience no blessing. ... Whoewver they may be, in whatever time of history they may exist, the oppressors of
God’s people will be uprooted. In Psalm 128 the righteous are compared to fruitful trees and productive vines, but the

ungodly are uprooted weeds, which shrivel up and have no value” (PBP 2, pages 229,230).

Psalm 130: (A Penitential Psalm) * 'Lord, hear my voice. ... This is the expression of the soul when it feels that no creature
will give heed to its distress, yes, that even God and all creatures seem to be striving against it. ... Those who wait for the
Lord, however, ask for mercy; but they leave it to God's gracious will when, how, where, and by what means He helps
them. ... [The believer’'s] soul always has its face directed straight toward God and confidently awaits his coming and his

help, no matter how it may be delayed. . .. To know God aright is to recognize that with him there is nothing but kindness

and mercy” (LW Vol. 14, pages 190,192-194).



August 27-September 2: Commandments 8-10 & conclusion
Defend and protect the reputation of others: The Eighth Commandment

85 When God forbids false testimony, he reminds us that anything that hurts a person’'s good name is sin. How does the
Eighth Commuandment serve as a mirror, showing us that we also sin against God when we fail to respect our

neighbor’s good name?

Leviticus 19:16 Do not go about spreading slander among your people. Do not do anything that endangers your

neighbor’s life. | am the LORD.
Proverbs 19:5 A false witness will not go unpunished, and whoever pours out lies will not go free.
Colossians 3:9 Do not lie to each other, since yvou have taken off vour old self with its practices.

We sin by lyving to or about someone. This includes everything from Iyving in our daily conversations to lying as a witness

in court (perjury).



Your Ideas and Suggestions for Content

On your own/in a group — brainstorm ideas and suggestions.
What content would you find helpful?
Stand alone articles/Series of articles?

Five to ten minutes

Share ideas and suggestions.
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