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  Executive Editor, Forward in Christ, January, 2023 –

  Pastoral Assistant, St. Mark Lutheran Church; Leesburg, Fla.

  November 2022 - May 2023; November 2023 – May 2024



You and Your Synod

WELS consists of  ____ congregations.

 A. 869

 B. 984

 C. 1,243

 D. 1,475

The baptized membership of  WELS is _____.

 A. 290,000

 B. 335,000

 C. 410,000

 D. 506,000



You and Your Synod

Of  the twelve districts in WELS, which district has the most baptized members?

Nebraska

Michigan

Northern Wisconsin

Southeastern Wisconsin

13,333

31,072

66,071

48,016



You and Your Synod

Of  the twelve districts in WELS, which district has the most congregations?

Nebraska

Northern Wisconsin

Southeastern Wisconsin

Western Wisconsin

94

153

139

164



You and Your Synod

How many early childhood ministries in WELS?  

                   Lutheran elementary schools?

                   area Lutheran high schools?                     

362

284

29



You and Your Synod

In the history of  WELS (1850 – 2023), how many Synod presidents have 

there been?

2

9

12

16



Forward in Christ

The Northwestern Lutheran

 English, January 7, 1914

 Bimonthly, 8 pages

 Annual subscription:  $1

Renamed Forward in Christ 2000



Forward in Christ – a Partnership

Between Northwestern Publishing House

 Subscriptions

 Printing/mailing

 Cost sharing

Also, WELS Conference of  Presidents and WELS 

Communication Services

 Oversight



Forward in Christ - Logistics

• Work three months in advance

• Article length

 Single page article word count: 600 

 Two-page feature word count: 1,200 

• Review process involving

 Forward in Christ staff

 Northwestern Publishing House

 Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary



Forward in Christ Staff

James Pope – Executive Editor (remote)

Julie Wietzke – Managing Editor (remote)

Nicole Balza – Staff  Editor (onsite)

Cari Ciriacks – Designer (remote)
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contents
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Content Aligned with Mission

Forward in Christ is designed to

• Help readers grow in their Christian faith

• Encourage readers to live as Christians in a secular world

• Provide ways for readers to gain a deeper personal perspective on Christian 
life and challenges

• Inform readers what is going on within WELS

• Nurture the sense that the reader is part of  something bigger than his or her 
local church

• Broaden the information, insights, and perspectives the readers receive in 
their local congregations



Current and Future Emphases

Lutheran Leadership Conference (2023)

Free in Christ (2024)

WELS’ 175th Anniversary (2025)





Companion Website 

 

forwardinchrist.net







Your Ideas and Suggestions for Content

On your own/in a group – brainstorm ideas and suggestions.

 What content would you find helpful?

 Stand alone articles/Series of  articles?

Five to ten minutes

Share ideas and suggestions.



Your Questions and Comments about 

Forward in Christ

1. ______________________________________________.

2. ______________________________________________.

3. ______________________________________________.

4. ______________________________________________.

5. ______________________________________________.



forwardinchrist.net
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